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SUMMARY 

Set in Omaha in 1986, Eleanor & Park tells the love story of two high school misfits. Eleanor, a plus-size girl with crazy red hair and strange clothes, lives with her mom, four siblings, and abusive stepfather. Park, an introverted music lover, lives with his Korean mom, American dad, and brother in a stable home. They fall in love with each other over comic books and music on bus rides to and from school. Rowell’s text radiates witty intellect and raw emotion.  

A realistically moving story, Eleanor & Park addresses tough issues such as bullying, racism, body image, poverty, domestic abuse, and child abuse. Eleanor and Park cope with these challenges together until Eleanor must flee from her stepfather’s wrath. The story ends nearly a year later with a hopeful post card from Eleanor. Rowell leaves readers with the hope that young love might have a chance. 
AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

Rainbow Rowell writes books about teenagers and adults, especially characters who are talkative and flawed. She particularly enjoys writing about characters that fall in love. In her spare time, she likes reading comics and planning trips to Disney World. Rainbow lives with her husband and sons in Nebraska.  


Biographical information taken from the author’s website at


http://rainbowrowell.com/blog/about/

Accessed October 8, 2014.
AWARDS
Michael L. Printz Honor Book 2014

Boston Globe-Horn Book Award for Fiction 2013

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Author website http://rainbowrowell.com/blog/
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Attachments (2011)

Fangirl (2013)

Landline (2014)
RELATED TITLES
The Impossible Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson

Like No Other by Una LaMarche
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky
Say What You Will by Cammie McGovern
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts:

Have each student write a letter to Park from Eleanor after she moves. Their letters should convey how they interpret the book’s ending.  
Social Studies:
· Have students watch “Korea Vet Recalls War” and write a response: http://www.history.com/topics/korean-war/videos/sherman-pratt-survives-the-korean-war?m=528e394da93ae&s=undefined&f=1&free=false
· During a unit on Asia, divide students into groups to present cultural elements of a major Asian country (China, Japan, Korea, India, etc.). Students should research and present on their country’s food, clothing, religion, etc.
Art: 
· Comic books are central to Eleanor’s and Park’s relationship. Create a comic strip from a significant scene in Eleanor & Park. Have students create their own images or use public domain images

· Eleanor and Park get to know each other through music. Play students songs by some of the artists mentioned in the book (ex. The Beatles, The Smiths). Have students explain why Eleanor and/or Park might like a particular song. Students should provide insight into the music and characters. Check your local library for music CDs or free music downloads.

Bullying:

Eleanor & Park presents Eleanor as a victim of bullying at school and at home. Have a school counselor or another qualified professional talk with students about bullying.
Vocabulary:


Poignant


Dobak


Liquefaction


Crass


Jocular


Repertoire


Argyle


Surreptitiously


Fathomless


Chicanery
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What was Park’s first impression of Eleanor? What was Eleanor’s first impression of Park? How and why do their impressions of each other change? Provide evidence from the book to support your conclusions.  

2. Carefully select at least five personality traits for Eleanor or Park. Justify each trait with details from the book.

3. What kind of relationship does Park have with his dad? Why do they have this kind of relationship? Provide evidence from the book to support your conclusion.  

4. How does Eleanor feel about her body? Why does she feel this way? Justify your response with details from the book.

5. Steve assumes Park must know about Drunken Monkey martial arts, since he thinks Park’s mom is Chinese. Which country is Park’s mom actually from? What are other examples of racial stereotypes in the book? How do these racial stereotypes make Park feel about himself?
6. Explain the significance of music in Eleanor & Park. Justify your response with details from the book.
7. What are Park’s strengths and weaknesses as a boyfriend? What are Eleanor’s strengths and weaknesses as a girlfriend? Provide evidence from the book to support your conclusions.  

8. What should Eleanor have done about Richie’s behavior and why? Provide evidence from the book to support your conclusion.

9. Why does Eleanor dislike Tina? Are Eleanor’s reasons for disliking Tina valid? Support your response with details from the book.
For additional discussion questions, visit http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/15-young-adult-fiction/9174-eleanor-a-park-rowell?start=3 and the publisher’s website at 

http://media.us.macmillan.com/discussionguides/9781250012579DG.pdf.

RELATED WEBSITES

Eleanor & Park—All the Playlists!  All the Music!
http://rainbowrowell.com/blog/2013/03/eleanor-park-all-the-playlists-all-the-music/
Rowell provides separate playlists for Eleanor and Park. She includes free audio and video links to the songs. Moreover, she explains why she chose each song, specifically how each song fits the character or book.

Stopbullying.gov
http://www.stopbullying.gov/
This federal site provides resources on bullying for kids, teens, parents, educators, and community members. The tabs on bullying prevention and cyber bullying are especially useful.

TeensHealth

http://kidshealth.org/teen/
This visually appealing site features teen-specific information on body image, sexual health, domestic abuse, etc.
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