Shine by Lauren Myracle. (376 pgs.)
Imagine life in a small town.  What are the first images that come to mind?  Kids playing ball?  An old-fashioned corner store? 

What if beneath that beautiful facade, a deep darkness abides? 

When her childhood friend Patrick becomes the victim of a brutal crime, Cat begins to unravel the tapestry of lies, drugs and bigotry that carpets her small town.  Her dogged determination and intense investigations lead her far too close to home. She must discover not only the identity of Patrick's attacker but also the intensely guarded secrets that hold her poverty-stricken community together.  

Shine depicts a stark reality few like to imagine, filled with drugs, anger and despair.  You will be gripped by the fervor of Cat’s search for truth,  on the edge of your seat...wondering if Cat will learn how to handle the darkness within herself and her community before she can start to shine. 

(Mystery, gritty realistic fiction, National Book Award nominee, 2012 Booklist Best Fiction for Young Adults, edgy language)
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