Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi

From the ship’s deck as far as the eye could see; tankers in various stages of dismantle, an anthill of activity with all types of crews stripping every type of useable material and moving it from one place to another waiting to be traded and sold. 

The wind blew over them. The storm was coming for sure, it could be big enough to put out work for a good couple of days at least. They never knew when the next storm would be the next big city killer. A storm so powerful it washed over and drowned a city, the only thing left were the  perfect outlines of washed over buildings, once a bustling city.

Towering cloud banks built on the horizon and swept inward bearing steady rain. Thunder rumbled over the ocean and lightening lit the underbellies of the clouds flashing from sea to sky and back again. 

Forced to seek higher ground they watched as the storm surge forced the sea inward so hard and fast great oil tankers were moved around like small pieces of driftwood and tossed aimlessly about!

After the storm, Nailer and Puma set out to explore for food in the tide pools where they find a Clipper Ship caught in close, washed on it’s side.  “That’s Scavenge!” “That’s a Lucky Strike!” “That’s our ticket out of here!” “How are we going to register the scavenge? I don’t know how to register it so no one else can claim it!” “But we found it first that means it’s ours!” “Not if someone else takes is from us!”

But  happens when there is a passenger still alive? Do you leave her where she is and claim your treasure? Do you help her and still get the treasure from whoever might be searching for her? 

What will Nailer do? Will Puma think he is crazy for what he decides? Will she help, will they claim their Lucky Strike? What will happen to Nailer, Puma and the Swank Girl? 

Read to find out if Nailer saves the girl or if he walks away and stays a Ship Breaker. 

~ Booktalk by Candie Chatham

